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It was a very wicked pretence that the sworn enemies
of the House of Habsburg had made use of, in saying
that his Britannic Majesty was the sole aggressor. . . ."
There were two rulers in Europe who did not really
care whether the responsibility for this war rested with
the King of France or the King of England. These
two were Maria Theresa and Frederick of Prussia. She
now allowed herself to hope that not only would she
keep the domains of the Habsburgs intact, but that she
might permanently add Bavaria, still occupied by her
troops, to her heritage.
Frederick, on the other hand, was feeling distinctly
uneasy about her success. He himself admits that " he
had always suspected the enemies with whom he had
made peace," and that he " had paid particular attention
in preparing for whatever might happen." He had also
tried to consolidate his position in Europe by marrying
his sister Ulrike to the Swedish Crown Prince, and a
little German Princess, Sophie Auguste of Anhait-
Zerbst, to the Russian heir Peter. The fact that this
insignificant Princess, with whom Frederick dined con-
descendingly before she left for Russia, later became the
formidable Catharina of Russia shows that, occasionally,
history has a keen sense of humour.
Since Maria Theresa's victory at Dettingen, Fred-
erick had realised that she might at any time try to
capture Silesia. As early as May 1744, as a preparatory
measure of defence, he concluded a defensive alliance
known as the Frankfort Union with France, Charles VII.,
the Elector Palatine, and the King of Sweden, who was
aJso the Landgrave of Hessia. Officially this Union had
been signed to defend the rights of Emperor Charles, but
actually, of course, it had been formed by Frederick to
further his own ends.

